Eyes Wide Open

27" June 2007, Brussels

On Wednesday"Jtine, the team of World Youth Alliance Européghtse tieinvite members and
friends to attend a conference at their beautifotene'\w apartment in the centre of Brussels. The
discussion, entitled ‘Eyes Wide Open’, was based arouadtipetbeption of body and behaviour in
global health policy and the three speeches gaghtantinshe complex problems of HIV/AIDS,
commercialisation of human body and human tr&kieknedpow for more details. The talks, followed
by wine and canapés, were attended by Membersapfeifue Eanrliament and evoked some heated
discussions among members of the audience about thetssuiesarsed.

HIV/AIDS & Behaviour Change: Integral responses to curbing the Global HIV Pandem
Allison Herling, Harvard AIDS researcher
There are over 40 million people living with AHg8erngttwo thirds of the world’s infections are
found in Africa, and especially within a handfatredscouSouthern Africa. Yet AIDS is by no means
limited to developing nations. Last year 3 million
. people died of the disease, while 5 million became
. infected with the virus. Frighteningly, however, the
upward trend of this fatal epidemic is not slowing
| down. Allison has been working as a research
fellow at the Harvard AIDS Prevention Research
project to try to find out why. We were honoured to
have her present her findings to us in Brussels,
where she had made a special stop on her journey
from the US to a research project in Africa. During
her factual presentation on the global crisis of
HIV/AIDS she presented statistics on the presggiiteeswhich have shown to be effective in curbing
outbreaks of the epidemic. The emphasis was amrdidizmad approaches to HIV prevention and
how such approaches are being successfully empicge&ire &Aited Uganda as an example of this
method, demonstrating how the implementatioraloédgcation programmes had led to the steady
decrease of the epidemic. Allison also gave pdieictider to the issues surrounding young women
and youth, highlighting the problems of child meikagsek within marriage, and the greater risk
experienced by women.




Hybrids, Tissue Trafficking and the Commercialisation of the Human Body
Clare JamesWYA Europe intern

Clare’s speech focused on the international supply of
human tissue and cells used in the reproductive
technology and biotechnology sector. Clare outlined
the current UK and EU approach to embryonic stem
cell research, human animal hybrids, cell donation,
and the principle of non-commercialisation of the
human body. In doing so, she highlighted some very
real concerns surrounding sources of cells and
tissues: concerns which seem to be consistently
overlooked by legislators and industry.
The discussion focused on the current effortsshoysdiaittists to obtain a license for the
experimentation on human/animal embryos, more ¢mowroray ‘cybrids’. Through the fusion of
animal eggs with human genetic material, sciemrs{zosing to almost eliminate the need for human
eggs in the creation of embryonic stem cells. Howesettiigeembryos, which would be partially
animal and partially human, present some very serioalsatiocal aoncerns.

Human Trafficking — a Violation of the Body
Susannah PetrieEuropean Parliamentary assistant

Since the beginning of the 1970s, four distinct waves

of trafficking women and children have occurred

worldwide. Europe is currently witnessing® the ‘4

wave’ which involves, particularly, many women from

Eastern and Central Europe. The first wave begun

1970s in Thailand and Philippines. The second wave

came from Africa and the third from Latin America.

The UN estimates that between 800,000 and 900,000

people suffer from trafficking every year. Susannah

delivered an overview of the current situation of

human trade in Europe, exploring the sourcesemndfdawsan trafficking, issues of cultural and
structural violence, the transit process to destinatioes and the link with commercialisation of the
human body. She demonstrated how women in pooest wotimtittle hope of good education and
employment were at a much higher risk of expBaaimf the countries of former Yugoslavia, for
example, have rates of unemployment which range foo60%0%irls from these regions are often
promised higher wages and improved working condfitesisrn Europe, then smuggled into other
countries and forced to the prostitution. In manyceesieies, where prostitution is legalised, women



are often victimised by social norms and terroridadabyiolence. This unique presentation
encouraged a reflection on our approach to husandiglso touched upon economic factors at work
in the process of trafficking and the presence of organised crim



