
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Hanns-Seidel-Stiftung and FORUMBrussels 
in cooperation with the World Youth Alliance 

 
have the pleasure of inviting you to a 

 
 

S y m p o s i u m  
on 

 
NNEEWW  AA TTHHEEIISSMM  ––  

AA   TTHHRREEAA TT  TTOO  WWEESSTTEERRNN  
CCIIVVIILL IISSAA TTIIOONN??   

 
 
 

Wednesday, 7 th of November 2007 

Representation of the State  
of Baden-Württemberg to the EU 

 
Rue Belliard 60-62 

1040 Brussels 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

  
PPrrooggrraammmmee  

 
12.00 p.m.   Registration and sandwich buffet 
 
  1.00 p.m. OOppeenniinngg::  

 MMaaggddaalleennaa  BBIIEENN��
 Director of Operations 
 World Youth Alliance Europe 

 
 IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn::  

 DDrr..  IInnggoo  FFRRIIEEDDRRIICCHH,,  MMEEPP  
Quaestor and Member of the Bureau of the 
European Parliament, Member of the Board of 
the Hanns-Seidel-Stiftung  

 
 KKeeyy  NNoottee  SSppeeeecchh::    

JJoohhnn  CCaarrssoonn  LLEENNNNOOXX 
MA MA (Bioethics) PhD DPhil DSc Green 
College, Oxford University, England;Fellow in 
Mathematics and the Philosophy of Science  

 
 PPaanneell  DDiissccuussssiioonn:: 
  Moderator:  

  KKaatthhaarriinnaa  vvoonn  SSCCHHNNUURRBBEEIINN  
Spokesperson to Commissioner Vladimir Špidla 
(Employment, Social Affairs, Equal 
Opportunities) 
 

 Participants:  

  PPrrooff ..  DDrr..  DDrr..  hh..cc..  JJaann  KKEERRKKHHOOFFSS  ssjj   
 Catholic University of Leuven, Belgium 

HH..EE..  AAmmbbaassssaaddoorr  HH..SS..HH..  PPrriinnccee    
NNiikkoollaauuss  ooff   LLIIEECCHHTTEENNSSTTEEIINN  
Ambassador of Liechtenstein to the Kingdom of 
Belgium und Head of the Mission of Liechtenstein  

  to the EU 

  KKaatthhyy  SSIINNNNOOTTTT,,  MMEEPP  
Member of the Bureau of the Independence/ 
Democracy Group in the European Parliament 
 

 2.50 p.m. CClloossiinngg  rreemmaarrkkss::  

   HHeeiinnrriicchh  WWAALLDDEE,, FORUMBrussels  
 
 3.00 p.m. End of the conference 

  
BBaacckkggrroouunndd  

 
Atheism has been part of our societies for centuries. But 
2006 was an exceptionally big year for Atheism, i.e. New 
Atheism as it is termed by most scholars and scientists. 
This is due to the release of several books by well known 
scientists such Richard Dawkins, Daniel Dennett and 
Christopher Hitchens. In a nutshell, the works argue that 
religion is dangerous, that science has destroyed religion 
and that it is not needed for our societies neither for 
morality while also calling upon atheists to band together 
and to be more vocal.  

Their works, including Richard Dawkins’ “The God 
Delusion” and Michel Onfray’s "Atheist Manifesto" are 
selling by the thousands and are prompting hours of 
conversations and discussions in media, on university 
campuses, in intellectual circles and among many other 
prominent groups of our societies. This has pushed The 
New Atheism to the very front lines of our cultural debates 
and interactions and has become a strong intellectual 
movement.  
 
Remaining true to its goal of engaging “issues of the day” 
FORUMBrussels in cooperation with the Hanns-Seidel 
Foundation as well as the World Youth Alliance will sponsor 
this event on this very topic. 
 
 
Conference language is English . 
 
Registration until 05.11.07 by returning the registration form or by  
e-mail-reply to: invitation@hss.de or Fax: +32 (0)2 230 47 44. 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Organisers and contacts:  
 
Hanns-Seidel-Stiftung – Brussels Office 
Résidence Place, 155 Rue de la Loi, B-1040 Brussels 
Tel.: +32 (0)2 230 50 81/  Fax: +32 (0)2 230 47 44 
e-mail: bruessel@hss.de 
 
FORUMBrussels 
Square de Boondael 1/32, B-1050 Brussels 
Tel./ Fax: +32 (0)2 672 74 74  
e-mail: forumbrussels@skynet.be 
�
World Youth Alliance - Europe 
 Rue Belliard 23A, Bte 6, 1040 Brussels 
Tel.: +32 (0)2 732 76 05 / Fax: +32 (0)2 732 78 89 
email: europe@wya.net 
 

 

 

 


